REMARKS 

Claims 2-18 are pending in the application. Claim 15 is the only 
independent claim. Claim 1 has been cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer of the 
subject matter recited therein. Claims 2, 4-7, and 10-18 have been amended herein. 

In view of the amendments above and the remarks below, Applicant 
respectfully requests entry of this Amendment, and reconsideration and allowance of the 
present application. 

Applicant respectfully submits that entry of this Amendment is appropriate 
under 37 CFR § 1.1 16(b) because it is believed to place the application in condition for 
allowance. In this Amendment, Applicant has canceled the only rejected independent 
claim and rewritten Claim 15, deemed to recite allowable subject matter, in independent 
form. All remaining claims have been amended to depend from Claim 15. This 
Amendment was not earlier presented because Applicant earnestly believed that the prior 
Amendment placed the application in condition for allowance. For these reasons, entry of 
this amendment is believed proper, and is respectfully requested. 

In the outstanding Office Action, all claims, other than Claim 15, were 
rejected. Specifically, Claims 1-7, 12, and 18 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) over 
U.S. Patent No. 4,873,572 ( MiyazakiV Claim 10 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
over Mivazaki with a supporting reference of WO 93/1 1631 ( Denver ). Claims 8, 9, 11, 16, 
and 17 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Mivazaki in view of Denver . Claim 
13 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Mivazaki in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,157,420 (Nakanishi Y Claim 14 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Mivazaki in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 5,565,914 ( Motta V 
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Without conceding the propriety of the rejections, and solely to advance 
prosecution, Applicant has cancelled the sole independent claim, Claim 1. Claim 15, 
objected to in the Office Action, but held to contain allowable subject matter, has been 
rewritten in independent form. Accordingly, Applicant submits that Claim 15 is now in 
condition for allowance. Also as discussed above, the remaining claims now depend, 
directly or indirectly, from Claim 15. Applicant submits that those claims are also in 
condition for allowance for at least the reasons Claim 15 is allowable. 

Accordingly, Applicant submits that the rejections made in the outstanding 
Office Action are now moot, and that the pending claims are in condition for allowance. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicant submits that the application is in 
condition for allowance. Entry of this Amendment, and favorable reconsideration and 
early passage to issue of this application, are respectfully requested. 

Applicant filed a Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement on 
December 8, 2000, citing a document discussed in the specification of the present 
application. A copy of the PTO-1449 Form submitted with the Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement was returned to the Applicant with an Office Action mailed February 
11, 2004 (Paper No. 9) (copy attached). However, the PTO-1449 Form was not initialled 
by the Examiner to indicate his consideration of the cited document. Accordingly, 
Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider the cited document, initial the 
attached copy of the PTO-1449 Form submitted December 8, 2000, and return a copy of 
the initialled form with the next communication to the Applicant. 



7 



Applicant's undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C., 
office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed 
to our address below. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Attorney for Applicant 
Anne M. Maher 
Registration No. 38,231 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 10112-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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